
   

 

   

 

Year 
Group 

Key Stage 
3 

Topic Lesson Content  What do pupils need to know: Skills Progression  
 

Cross Curricular 
Links / 
Transferable 
knowledge.  

Assessment 

7 – 
Thematic 
Thread – 
Real and 
Imagined 
Lives. 
 
 
 

‘The Wolf 
Wilder’ 
 
Autumn 1 
 
 

The content focuses 
on the characters of 
Feo and Rakov.  
Students will look at 
language used to 
create initial 
characterisation and 
how the characters 
develop. 
 
They will learn how to 
make clear points, 
supported by 
evidence and 
explanation of the 
effects of language. 

Reciprocal reading strategies 
used to summarise, predict, 
question, clarify meaning and 
what is implied and inferred 
within a text.  
 
That all writing is a series of 
choices made by the writer to 
create meaning. 
 
How language is used to create 
characterisation through 
inference. 
 
How to explain ideas clearly. 
 
How to justify their opinions 
through reference to the source 
text. 
 

Give their ideas about 
characters and 
support these with 
references from the 
text. 
 
Begin to comment on 
the effect of language 
choices. 
 
Identifying methods 
using precise 
terminology. 
 
Developing oracy 
through classroom 
discussion. 

 

Introduction to 
corrupt leaders 
and their 
effects which 
are present in   
 
Conventions of 
adventure 
fiction 

Russia and its 
landscapes. 
 
Russian 
Revolution. 
 
PHSCE – resilience 
and 
determination. 

Formative assessment: 
 
How is the character of 
Feo presented? 
 
How is the character of 
Rakov presented? 
 
 

Descriptive 
Writing – Wild 
Settings 
 
Autumn 1 

This unit is an 
introduction to 
descriptive writing.  
Inspired by the 
Russian landscapes in 
The Wolf Wilder, 
students will use 
nature photography 
to describe a wide 
range of natural 

Using visual stimuli including 
still images and clips, write 
vivid, vocabulary rich 
descriptions of a variety of wild 
settings. 
 
Read a range of high quality 
models, identifying writer’s 
choices and their effects on the 
reader. 

Identify and use a 
range of word classes, 
accurately explaining 
their functions in 
sentences. 
 
Use fronted adverbial 
sentences. 
 

Students will 
consider the 
power and 
scale of 
nature. 
 
Creating 
evocative 
settings. 
 

Global landscapes 
and wildlife. 
 
Drafting, proof 
reading and 
technical accuracy. 

Formative Assessment: 
 
Description of a winter 
scene. 
 
Description of a 
mountainous scene. 
 
 



   

 

   

 

scenes from around 
the globe. 

 
Word classes and their effects 
on the writing. 
 
How to use different types of 
words in coherent sentences to 
create varied effects. 
 

Plan and draft their 
writing before 
submitting final 
pieces.  
 
Creating 
personification 
through verbs. 
 
Maintain high levels 
of technical accuracy. 
 
Oracy through sharing 
ideas with the class 
and in small groups. 
 

Use of 
figurative 
language. 

Conflict – non-
fiction and war 
poetry. 
 
Autumn 2 
 
 
 
 

Students will read a 
range of poems based 
on experiences of war 
in the 20th and 21st 
century. 
 
They will learn to 
recognise some 
common poetic 
techniques and begin 
to comment on their 
effects. 
 
They will learn to 
interpret the writer’s 
ideas about real life 
issues and explain 
these clearly. 

Reciprocal reading strategies 
used to summarise, predict, 
question, clarify meaning and 
what is implied and inferred 
within a selection of 20th & 21st 
Century war poems.   
 
How to identify some common 
poem forms such as ‘free verse’ 
and ‘sonnet’. 
 
How to recognise poetic 
techniques: rhyme, alliteration, 
onomatopoeia, enjambment, 
caesura. 
 

Give their ideas about 
the ideas in the 
poems and support 
these with references 
from the text. 
 
Comment on the 
effect of language 
choices. 
 
Identifying methods 
using precise 
terminology. 
 
Developing oracy 
through classroom 
discussion. 

Students will 
learn about a 
range of global 
conflicts and 
the effects on 
the soldiers 
and civilians. 
 
This unit 
provides 
foundations 
for poetry 
study in each 
year.   
 
War poetry is 
revisited at 
GCSE including 

WW1 battlefields. 
 
War zones and 
various countries 
at war both in the 
past and present. 
 
PHSCE – mental 
illness and the 
effects of war and 
conflict. 
 
Racism 
 
Political bias 

Formative assessment: 
 
How does Wilfred Owen 
present ideas about war 
in Anthem for Doomed 
Youth? 
 
How does Agard explore 
ideas about the effects 
of war on soldiers in ‘In 
Times of Peace’? 
 
Summative Assessment:  
UL Descriptive writing 
exam in Jan/Feb. 



   

 

   

 

How to explain the desired 
effect of writers’ choices on the 
audience. 
 
How to use contextual 
knowledge to interpret a poem. 
 
 

poets such as 
Owen and 
Agard. 
 

Non Fiction – 
Writing to 
argue. 
 
Autumn 2 

Students will take 
inspiration from a 
range of sources 
linked to the conflicts 
explored in the poetry 
unit. 
 
They will look at 
propaganda and how 
language is used to 
persuade. 
 
Students will apply 
their learning to 
create persuasive 
pieces of writing. 

Reciprocal reading strategies 
used to summarise, predict, 
question, clarify meaning and 
what is implied and inferred in 
a range of persuasive texts 
linked to war.  These could 
include TV adverts, newspaper 
articles, posters, interviews and 
historical propaganda. 
 
How to explain the desired 
effect of writers’ choices on the 
audience. 
 
How to select language with 
precision to create particular 
effects on the audience. 
 
How to use a range of 
sentences to maintain the 
attention of the reader and 
emphasise key points. 
 

Identify and use some 
DAFORREST 
techniques. 
 
To recognise and use 
sentence types 
including simple, 
compound, complex 
and fragments to 
create particular 
effects. 
 
To use vocabulary 
with precision to 
create particular 
effects. 
 
Plan and draft their 
writing before 
submitting final 
pieces.  
 
Maintain high levels 
of technical accuracy. 
 

Students will 
consider how 
language can 
be used to 
manipulate. 
 
Students will 
learn to 
become critical 
readers and to 
consider the 
provenance of 
sources. 

Propaganda and 
source checking. 
 
Awareness of bias 
and critical 
thinking. 

Formative assessment: 
 
To produce a 
propaganda leaflet. 
 
To write a persuasive 
article arguing for or 
against conscription or 
compulsory military 
National Service. 



   

 

   

 

‘Treasure 
Island’ 
 
Spring 1 to 
Summer 1. 
 
 

Students will study 
the 19th Century novel 
‘Treasure Island’ in its 
entirety. 
 
They will look in 
particular at the 
characters of 
Hawkins, Silver and 
Livesey, and the 
themes of 
manipulation, fear 
and honesty 

Reciprocal reading strategies 
used to summarise, predict, 
question, clarify meaning and 
what is implied and inferred 
within  a 19th Century text.  
 
Implicit and explicit 
characterisation. 
 
How writers explore themes 
through the different behaviour 
of characters to create 
contrasts. 
 
That plots are a deliberation 
construction by the author, 
often to reinforce a message 
about real life. 
 
How language is used to create 
characterisation through 
inference. 
 
How to explain ideas clearly. 
How to justify their opinions 
through reference to the source 
text. 
 
How to plan and write an essay 
that deals with a range of 
characters and events from an 
entire novel. 

Comprehension of key 
vocabulary 
 
Using language 
effectively to analyse 
language used to 
describe character 
and setting 
 
Inference and 
deduction 
 
Using judicious 
quotations to describe 
character.  
 
Understanding the 
writer’s intentions. 
 
Oracy – reading aloud 
and promoting the 
use of standard 
English, pair/group 
discussion tasks. 
 
Accurate recall of key 
quotations from 
throughout the novel. 

This unit builds 
on knowledge 
gained about 
the adventure 
genre from 
‘The Wolf 
Wilder’. 
 
Students will 
use their 
awareness of 
corrupt 
individuals and 
the use of 
language to 
manipulate. 
 
Experience of 
19th Century 
fiction and 
associated 
syntax 
prepares 
students for 
their study of 
‘Dracula’, 
‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ and 
‘Jekyll & Hyde’. 

Piracy and Pirates. 
 
America Colonies. 
 
PHSCE – 
relationships and 
trust. 
 
Colonialisation, 
Empire and global 
trade in 17th 
Century. 

Formative assessment: 
 
How does Stephenson 
present ideas about 
fear? (Hawkins flees the 
inn) 
 
How does Stephenson 
present Long John 
Silver? (Apple Barrel) 
 
How does Stephenson 
present ideas about 
manipulation? (Silver 
shoots Tom) 
 
How does Stephenson 
present Livesey? (Billy 
Bones & Dealing with 
Silver and Hawkins) 
 
How does Stephenson 
present ideas about 
honesty? (Silver, 
Hawkins) 
 
How does Stephenson 
present Jim Hawkins? 
(Development 
throughout). 
 
Summative Assessment:   
 
UL exam in June. 



   

 

   

 

 

Travel Writing  
 
Spring 1 

Students will take 
inspiration from a 
range of travel 
writing, both modern 
and 19th century. 
 
They will use the 
techniques and apply 
these to their own 
writing to create two 
creative pieces 
inspired by places 
locally and around the 
globe. 
 
This unit has a focus 
on developing 
sophisticated 
vocabulary. 
 

Reciprocal reading strategies 
used to summarise, predict, 
question, clarify meaning and 
what is implied and inferred in 
a range of persuasive texts 
linked to travel. 
 
How to explain the desired 
effect of writers’ choices on the 
audience. 
 
How to select language with 
precision to create particular 
effects on the audience. 
 
How to use a range of 
sentences to maintain the 
attention of the reader and 
emphasise key points. 

Identify and use 
writing techniques. 
 
To use vocabulary 
with precision to 
create particular 
effects. 
 
Plan and draft their 
writing before 
submitting final 
pieces.  
 
Maintain high levels 
of technical accuracy. 
 

Students are 
continuing to 
learn to write 
for a range of 
purposes and 
audiences. 
 
They will use 
language to 
create vivid 
descriptions, 
as well as to 
provide 
judgements on 
their 
impressions. 

Local history 
 
Geography and 
culture of global 
regions. 
 
Research skills. 

Formative assessment: 
 
Create an informative 
brochure about a 
Cumbrian tourist 
attraction(s). 
 
Write a travel blog about 
a trip to a destination of 
choice. 
 
 

Autobiography 
 
Spring 2 

Using their study of 
first person narrative 
‘Treasure Island’ and 
a range of 
autobiographies of 
notable figures, 
students will plan and 
create accounts of 
notable moments 
from their own 
experience.  
 

Reciprocal reading strategies 
used to summarise, predict, 
question, clarify meaning and 
what is implied and inferred in 
a range of persuasive texts 
linked to travel. 
 
How to explain the desired 
effect of writers’ choices on the 
audience. 
 

Identify and use 
writing techniques. 
 
To plan writing in 
order to organise 
ideas on the page. 
 
To use accurate 
paragraphing and 
appropriate discourse 
markers. 
 

Students are 
continuing to 
learn to write 
for a range of 
purposes and 
audiences. 
 
They will 
create 
interesting and 
well organised 
pieces that 
maintain the 

Consideration of 
firsthand accounts 
and primary 
sources. 
 
Bias. 
 
 

Formative assessment: 
 
Two from the following: 
 
An exciting day 
 
An unexpected event 
 
A day that taught me 
something. 
 
A challenge I overcame. 



   

 

   

 

This unit will develop 
students’ ability to 
organise their writing 
using paragraphs and 
discourse markers. 

How to select language with 
precision to create particular 
effects on the audience. 
 
How to use a range of 
sentences to maintain the 
attention of the reader and 
emphasise key points. 

Plan and draft their 
writing before 
submitting final 
pieces.  
 
Maintain high levels 
of technical accuracy. 
 

reader’s 
attention. 

Descriptive 
Writing 
 
Summer 1 

Students will take 
inspiration from 
Treasure Island to 
write their own 
narratives based on 
the characters, 
locations and themes 
from the novel. 
 
They will develop 
their use of creative 
language devices to 
create interesting 
stories, consistent 
with a short story 
form. 

Using sources from Treasure 
Island, other novels, film clips 
and artwork, create ideas for 
short stories. 
 
Read a range of high quality 
models, identifying writer’s 
choices and their effects on the 
reader. 
 
Word classes and their effects 
on the writing. 
 
Recognise and name a range of 
literary techniques, and begin 
to utilise them in their own 
writing.  These will include 
those already covered in 
poetry, as well as pathetic 
fallacy. 
 

Identify and use 
writing techniques. 
 
To experiment with a 
range of literary 
techniques. 
 
Plan and draft their 
writing before 
submitting final 
pieces.  
 
Maintain high levels 
of technical accuracy. 
 

Students are 
continuing to 
learn to write 
for a range of 
purposes and 
audiences. 
 
They will use 
figurative 
language to 
create 
powerful 
effects in their 
writing and 
bring their 
ideas to life. 

Piracy and Pirates. 
 
American 
Colonies. 
 
PHSCE – 
relationships and 
trust. 
 
Colonialisation, 
Empire and global 
trade in 17th 
Century. 

Formative assessment: 
 
A narrative including a 
hunt for buried treasure. 
 
A narrative including a 
pirate battle. 

A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream 
 
Summer 2 
 

Students will study 
one of Shakespeare’s 
comedies. 
 

Reciprocal reading strategies 
used to summarise, predict, 
question, clarify meaning and 
what is implied and inferred 
within a Shakespearean play.  

Using judicious 
quotations to describe 
character.  
 

Introduction to 
the 
supernatural 
as a device for 

Public speaking 
and 
communication 
 

Formative assessment: 
 
How does Shakespeare 
present Helena? 
 



   

 

   

 

  

 They will look at the 
presentation of 
Helena as well as the 
theme of the 
supernatural and its 
effects. 
 
Students will also 
complete a speaking 
and listening task 
involving delivering a 
short presentation to 
the class. 

 
How language is used to create 
characterisation through 
inference. 
 
How to explain ideas clearly. 
How to justify their opinions 
through reference to the source 
text. 
 
How to plan and write an essay 
that deals with a range of 
characters and events. 
 
How to structure a short 
presentation. 
 

Understanding the 
writer’s intentions. 
 
Take part in classroom 
discussions about the 
play and characters, 
using oracy stems to 
form a productive 
exchange of ideas. 
 
How to speak to a 
large group in order to 
maintain their 
attention and 
communicate ideas. 
 

disruption and 
chaos. 
 
Introduction to 
patriarchal 
societies. 
 
Builds 
confidence and 
experience of 
speaking 
clearly in front 
of a group. 

Patriarchal 
societies 
 
Gender 
expectation 

Teacher assessed 
presentations using the 
Oracy Skills Framework 
2020. 

Writing Drama 
 
Summer 2 

Students will learn 
about the play form 
and structure, 
creating their own 
drama scenes with 
consideration for 
staging. 
 
Students will use 
examples of modern 
drama, looking at the 
effects of language 
and staging. 

The format of plays compared 
to other narrative forms. 
 
How to create characterisation 
through dialogue. 
 
Developing oracy skills, 
including awareness of the 
audience. 
 
 
 
 

Identify and use 
writing techniques. 
 
To use vocabulary 
with precision to 
create particular 
effects. 
 
Plan and draft their 
writing before 
submitting final 
pieces.  
 
Maintain high levels 
of technical accuracy. 
 

Developing 
knowledge of 
modern drama 
and dialogue. 
 
Students are 
continuing to 
learn to write 
for a range of 
purposes and 
audiences. 
 
 
 

Public speaking 
and 
communication 
 

Formative assessment: 
 
Write a scene set in a 
forest. 
 
Write a scene involving 
magic. 



   

 

   

 

 



   

 

   

 

Yr Group Topic Lesson Content What do pupils need to know Skills utilised / subject 
disciplines  

Progression  
(Yr7 to 8 to 9 to 
KS4 to KS5) 

Cross Curricular 
Links / 
Transferable 
knowledge.  

Assessment 

8 – 
Thematic 
Thread – 
Heroes, 
Heroines 
and 
Villains.  
 
 
 

Dracula 
 
Autumn 1 

Students will develop 
their ability to 
analyse character and 
themes. 
 
They will learn the 
conventions of the 
gothic genre and how 
these were 
influenced by the 
social context of the 
Industrial Revolution. 

Reciprocal reading strategies 
used to summarise, predict, 
question, clarify meaning and 
what is implied and inferred 
within a 19th Century text.  
 
How language is used to create 
characterisation through 
inference. 
 
How to explain ideas clearly. 
How to justify their opinions 
through reference to the source 
text. 
 
How to plan and write an essay 
that deals with a range of 
characters and events. 
 
How to comment on the writer’s 
intention. 

Comprehension of key 
vocabulary 
 
Using language effectively 
to analyse language used 
to describe character and 
setting 
 
Inference and deduction 
 
Using judicious quotations 
to describe character.  
 
Understanding the writer’s 
intentions. 
 
Oracy – reading aloud and 
promoting the use of 
standard English, 
pair/group discussion 
tasks. 
 

This unit builds 
on their 
experience of 
19th Century 
Literature. 
 
Prepares 
students for 
their study of 
Richard III. 

Industrial 
Revolution 
 
Xenophobic 
attitudes. 
 
Victorian social 
and religious 
attitudes. 
 
Scientific 
progress. 

Formative 
assessment: 
 
How does Stoker 
present Dracula? 
 
How does Stoker 
explore ideas about 
power?  

Writing 
Gothic Fiction 
 
Autumn 1 
 
 

Students will apply 
the conventions of 
Gothic fiction to their 
own original writing. 
 
They will build upon 
their knowledge of 
language to create 

Reciprocal reading strategies will 
be used to summarise, predict, 
question, clarify meaning and 
what is implied and inferred 
within a range of 19th century and 
modern Gothic fiction texts. 
 

To recognise and use 
sentence types including 
simple, compound, 
complex and fragments to 
create particular effects. 
 
To use sentence 
construction for effect, 

Students are 
continuing to 
learn to write 
for a range of 
purposes and 
audiences. 
 

Victorian 
morality. 
 
Dramatic 
monologues. 
 
Scientific 
discovery. 

Formative 
assessment: 
 
A description of a 
graveyard scene. 
 
A narrative about 
an encounter with 



   

 

   

 

effective 
descriptions. 

How to explain the desired effect 
of writers’ choices on the 
audience. 
 
How to select language with 
precision to create particular 
effects on the audience. 
 
How to create mood through 
pathetic fallacy 
 
How to use a range of sentences 
to maintain the attention of the 
reader and emphasise key points. 
 

such as anaphora and 
anadiplosis.  
 
To use vocabulary with 
precision to create 
particular effects. 
 
Plan and draft their writing 
before submitting final 
pieces.  
 
Maintain high levels of 
technical accuracy. 
 

Students are 
developing 
more complex 
technical skills 
to improve the 
quality and 
precision of 
their original 
writing. 
 

 
Industrial 
Revolution. 
 
 
 

a mysterious 
stranger. 
 
Summative 
assessment: 
UL Creative writing 
exam in January. 

Shakespeare’s 
Richard III. 
 
Autumn 2 
 
 

Students will develop 
their ability to 
analyse character and 
themes. 
 
They will learn the 
conventions of 
Shakespearean 
Histories. 
 

Reciprocal reading strategies 
used to summarise, predict, 
question, clarify meaning and 
what is implied and inferred 
within a 19th Century text.   
  
How language is used to create 
characterisation through 
inference.  
  
How to explain ideas clearly.  
How to justify their opinions 
through reference to the source 
text.  
  
How to plan and write an essay 
that deals with a range of 
characters and events.  
  

Dramatic irony. 
 
Soliloquy. 
 
Blank verse. 
 
Machiavellian villain. 
 
Understanding the writer’s 
intentions. 
 
Oracy – reading aloud and 
promoting the use of 
standard English during 
pair/group discussion 
tasks. 
 

This unit builds 
on the study of 
villains in 
previous 
literature texts, 
as well as 
building 
familiarity with 
Shakespeare.  
There are clear 
themes of the 
abuse of power, 
subjugation of 
women and 
deception. 

The War of the 
Roses 
 
The Battle of 
Bosworth 
 
Monarchy and 
Succession. 
 
PHSCE – attitudes 
towards 
disability. 

Students will 
complete an 
assessment as part 
of the mid-year 
assessment based 
upon either a 
character or a 
theme from a 
selection of 3 key 
questions and 4 
extracts. 



   

 

   

 

How to comment on the writer’s 
intention. 
 
Students will focus on 
Shakespeare’s crafting of a villain, 
and the conventions of a history 
play. 
  
They will also explore 
Shakespeare’s use of stagecraft 
and Elizabethan England. 
 

Writing to 
Argue – The 
Art of 
Persuasion 

Students will take 
inspiration from a 
range of sources 
linked to Richard III 
and how his legacy 
has been 
remembered. 
 
They will look at 
articles with 
contrasting 
perspectives and 
examine how 
language is used to 
persuade. 
 
Students will apply 
their learning to 
create persuasive 
pieces of writing. 

Reciprocal reading strategies 
used to summarise, predict, 
question, clarify meaning and 
what is implied and inferred in a 
range of opinion sources.  These 
could include TV adverts, 
newspaper articles, posters, 
interviews and historical 
propaganda. 
 
How to explain the desired effect 
of writers’ choices on the 
audience. 
 
How to select language with 
precision to create particular 
effects on the audience. 
 
To understand how to use 
paragraphs effectively. 

Identify and use some 
DAFORREST techniques. 
 
To understand how to use 
paragraphs to organise 
ideas and apply this to 
their own writing. 
 
To use vocabulary with 
precision to create 
particular effects. 
 
Plan and draft their writing 
before submitting final 
pieces.  
 
Maintain high levels of 
technical accuracy. 
 

Students will 
consider how 
language can be 
used to 
manipulate. 
 
Students will 
learn to become 
critical readers 
and to consider 
the provenance 
of sources. 

Propaganda and 
source checking. 
 
Awareness of bias 
and critical 
thinking. 

Formative 
assessment: 
 
To create an article 
which argues for or 
against Richard III’s 
part in the 
disappearance of 
the Princes in the 
Tower. 
 
To write a booklet 
in the persona of 
Richard III in which 
he justifies his 
behaviour and 
teaches readers his 
Macchiavellian 
ways.   



   

 

   

 

Dystopian 
fiction – ‘The 
Hunger 
Games’ 
 
Spring 1 – 
Summer 1 
 
 

 Reciprocal reading strategies 
used to summarise, predict, 
question, clarify meaning and 
what is implied and inferred 
within a 20th Century text.   
  
How language is used to create 
characterisation through 
inference.  
  
How to explain ideas clearly.  
How to justify their opinions 
through reference to the source 
text.  
  
How to plan and write an essay 
that deals with a range of 
characters and events.  
  
How to comment on the writer’s 
intention. 
 

Comprehension of key 
vocabulary 
 
Using language effectively 
to analyse language used 
to describe character and 
setting 
 
Inference and deduction 
 
Using judicious quotations 
to describe character.  
 
Understanding the writer’s 
intentions. 
 
Oracy – reading aloud and 
promoting the use of 
standard English, 
pair/group discussion 
tasks. 
 

This unit builds 
on the study of 
villains in 
previous 
literature texts. 
 
There are clear 
themes of the 
abuse of power, 
deception and 
government 
corruption and 
propaganda 
introduced in 
Year 7. 
 

Attitudes towards 
governments and 
leadership. 
 
Democracy 
 
Climate Change. 
 
PHSCE – power 
and corruption 

Students will 
complete an end of 
year assessment 
based upon either 
a character or a 
theme from a 
selection of 3 key 
questions and 4 
extracts. 
Writing focus will 
be creative writing. 
 

 Writing News 
articles 
 
Spring 1 

Students will read a 
range of world, 
national and news 
articles, identifying 
the conventions. 
 
They will create their 
own news articles 
linked to fictional 
and/or real events. 

Reciprocal reading strategies 
used to summarise, predict, 
question, clarify meaning and 
what is implied and inferred in a 
range of news articles.  These 
could include newspaper articles, 
online news and social media 
clips. 
 
How to explain the desired effect 
of writers’ choices on the 
audience. 

Identify and use some 
DAFORREST techniques. 
 
To understand how to use 
paragraphs to organise 
ideas and apply this to 
their own writing. 
 
To use vocabulary with 
precision to create 
particular effects. 
 

Students will 
consider how 
language can be 
used to 
manipulate and 
inform readers. 
 
Students will 
learn to become 
critical readers 
and to consider 
the provenance 

The importance 
of journalistic 
standards in the 
digital age. 
 
Awareness of bias 
and critical 
thinking. 
 
The dangers of 
misinformation. 

Formative 
assessment: 
 
To write two 
newspaper or 
online news 
articles about 
current issues of 
interest to the 
class. 



   

 

   

 

 
How to select language with 
precision to create particular 
effects on the audience. 
 
Recognise and name a range of 
literary techniques, and utilise 
them in their own writing, looking 
in particular at facts, dates and 
statistics, as well as expert 
quotes. 
  

Plan and draft their writing 
before submitting final 
pieces.  
 
Maintain high levels of 
technical accuracy. 
 

and quality of 
sources. 

Journal 
Writing 
 
Spring 2 

Students will build on 
their learning about 
autobiography and 
first-hand accounts. 
 
They will become 
confident in using 
first-person narrative 
to tell a story in the 
form of a fictional 
journal of a character 
in a dystopian world. 

Reciprocal reading strategies will 
be used to summarise, predict, 
question, clarify meaning and 
what is implied and inferred 
within a range of first hand 
narratives. 
 
How to use a range of word 
classes to effectively 
communicate meaning. 

Identify and use a range of 
word classes 
 
To experiment with a range 
of literary techniques. 
 
Plan and draft their writing 
before submitting final 
pieces.  
 
Maintain high levels of 
technical accuracy. 
 

Students are 
continuing to 
learn to write 
for a range of 
purposes and 
audiences. 
 
They will use 
figurative 
language to 
create powerful 
effects in their 
writing and 
bring their ideas 
to life. 

Awareness of bias 
and critical 
thinking. 
 
Climate change 
and the future. 

Formative 
assessment: 
 
Two journal style 
narratives. These 
could be based on 
the The Hunger 
Games or on a 
story of the 
student’s choice.  
They could be the 
same narrative or 
different. 

Descriptive 
Writing- 
 
Dystopian 
Fiction 
 
Summer 1 

Following study of 
the Hunger Games, 
students will plan 
and write a dystopian 
narrative. 

Reciprocal reading strategies will 
be used to summarise, predict, 
question, clarify meaning and 
what is implied and inferred 
within a range of dystopian 
fiction texts. 

To recognise and use 
sentence types including 
simple, compound, 
complex and fragments to 
create particular effects. 
 

Students are 
continuing to 
learn to write 
for a range of 
purposes and 
audiences. 
 

Visions of the 
future 
 
Climate change 
 
Corruption 
 

Formative 
assessment: 
 
A description of a 
dytopian setting. 
 



   

 

   

 

How to explain the desired effect 
of writers’ choices on the 
audience. 
 
How to select language with 
precision to create particular 
effects on the audience. 
 
How to create mood through 
pathetic fallacy 
 
How to use punctuation with 
precision to communicate and 
create effects. 
 

To use sentence 
construction for effect, 
such as anaphora and 
anadiplosis.  
 
To use vocabulary with 
precision to create 
particular effects. 
 
Plan and draft their writing 
before submitting final 
pieces.  
 
Maintain high levels of 
technical accuracy. 
 

Students are 
developing 
more complex 
technical skills 
to improve the 
quality and 
precision of 
their original 
writing. 
 

Totalitarian 
regimes. 
 
 

A dystopian 
narrative with a 
first-person 
narrator. 

 Modern 
Poetry – 
Social Justice 
 
Summer 2 
 

Students will build on 
their poetry study in 
Year to read and 
understand a range 
of modern poems 
about social issues of 
the 19th, 20th and 21st 
Centuries. 

Reciprocal reading strategies 
used to summarise, predict, 
question, clarify meaning and 
what is implied and inferred 
within a selection of poems. 
 
How to identify some common 
poem forms such as ‘free verse’ 
and ‘sonnet’. 
 
How to recognise poetic 
techniques: rhyme, alliteration, 
onomatopoeia, enjambment, 
caesura. 
 
How to explain the desired effect 
of writers’ choices on the 
audience. 

Give their ideas about the 
ideas in the poems and 
support these with 
references from the text. 
 
Comment on the effect of 
language choices. 
 
Identifying methods using 
precise terminology. 
 
Developing oracy through 
classroom discussion. 

Students will 
learn about a 
range of global 
issues. 
 
This unit 
provides 
foundations for 
poetry study in 
each year.   

Poverty 
 
Racism 
 
Climate change 
 
Discrimination 

Formative 
assessment: 
 
How does William 
Blake explore ideas 
about poverty in 
‘The Chimney 
Sweeper’? 
 
How does Amanda 
Gorman explore 
ideas about society 
in ‘The Hill We 
Climb?’ 
 



   

 

   

 

  

 
How to use contextual knowledge 
to interpret a poem. 
 
 

Speech 
Writing 
 
Summer 2 

Students will 
combine their 
learning about social 
justice issues to learn 
about the art of 
rhetoric.  They will 
use examples of 
famous speeches 
from prominent 
figures and create 
their own short 
speeches about an 
issue of their choice. 

Reciprocal reading strategies 
used to summarise, predict, 
question, clarify meaning and 
what is implied and inferred in a 
range of speeches. 
 
How to explain the desired effect 
of writers’ choices on the 
audience. 
 
How to select language with 
precision to create particular 
effects on the audience. 
 
Recognise and name a range of 
literary and rhetorical techniques 
and utilise them in their own 
writing. 

Identify and use some 
DAFORREST techniques. 
 
To use ambitious 
vocabulary with precision 
to create particular effects. 
 
Plan and draft their writing 
before submitting final 
pieces.  
 
Maintain high levels of 
technical accuracy. 
 
Oracy skills including pace, 
awareness of audience and 
rehearsal. 
 

Students will 
consider how 
language can be 
used to 
manipulate and 
inform readers. 
 
Students will 
learn to become 
critical readers 
and to consider 
the provenance 
and quality of 
sources. 

Awareness of bias 
and critical 
thinking. 
 
Oracy skills 

Formative 
assessment: 
 
To write and 
deliver a two 
minute persuasive 
speech about an 
issue of interest.  



   

 

   

 

 



   

 

   

 

Yr Group Topic Lesson Content  What do pupils need to know Skills utilised / 
subject disciplines  

Progression  
(Yr7 to 8 to 9 
to KS4 to KS5) 

Cross Curricular 
Links / Transferable 
knowledge.  

Assessment 

9 - Thematic 
Thread – 
identity and 
Relationships 

The Crucible 
 
Autumn 1 & 2  
 
 

Students will 
study the play in 
its entirety, 
looking in 
particular at the 
characters of John 
Proctor, Abigail 
Williams and 
Elizabeth Proctor. 
 
They will explore 
universal themes 
such as 
reputation, 
integrity, 
deception and 
corruption. 
 

Reciprocal reading strategies will be  
used to summarise, predict, question, 
clarify meaning and what is implied and 
inferred within the play.  
 
Students will focus upon the playwright, 
McCarthyism, communism and the 
Salem Witch Trials. 
 
They will also explore the structure of a 
morality play, the writer’s conventions 
and the key concepts of patriarchal 
society, theocracy, allegory and 20th 
Century post war America. 

Analysis of 
character and 
themes 
 
Using judicious 
quotations 
 
Revising and 
learning key quotes 
 
Understanding the 
writer’s intentions. 
 
Allegory. 
 
Oracy – reading 
aloud and 
promoting the use 
of standard English, 
pair/group 
discussion tasks 
 

This unit 
builds on the 
study of 
villains in 
previous 
literature 
texts.  
  
There are 
clear themes 
of the abuse 
of power, 
deception 
and 
government 
corruption 
and 
propaganda 
introduced in 
Year 7 & 8. 

Religion, e.g. 
Puritans, Mayflower  
 
History of 
witchcraft. 
 
McCarthyism and 
the Cold War 
 
PHSCE - persecution 
 

Mid year 
assessment in 
Jan/Feb  
Reading 
assessment will be 
a closed text.  
 
There will be no 
extract and 
students will have 
a choice of two 
questions, which 
will be either 
focused on 
character or 
theme. 

Recount 
Writing 
 
Autumn 1 

Students will use 
their research 
into the historical 
events 
surrounding The 
Crucible to draft 
their own factual 
recounts. 
 

Reciprocal reading strategies used to 
summarise, predict, question, clarify 
meaning and what is implied and 
inferred in a range of non fiction 
recounts of events. 
 
How to explain the desired effect of 
writers’ choices on the audience. 
 

Identify and use 
some DAFORREST 
techniques. 
 
To use ambitious 
vocabulary with 
precision to create 
particular effects. 
 

Students will 
consider how 
language can 
be used to 
inform 
readers. 
 
Students will 
learn to 

Religion, e.g. 
Puritans, Mayflower  
 
History of 
witchcraft. 
 
McCarthyism & the 
Cold War 
 

Formative 
assessment: 
 
Create a booklet 
to inform a 
particular 
audience about a 
historical event. 
 



   

 

   

 

They will look at a 
range of non 
fiction texts and 
learn the 
conventions. 

How to select language with precision to 
create particular effects on the 
audience. 
 
Recognise and name a range of literary 
and rhetorical techniques and utilise 
them in their own writing. 
 

Plan and draft their 
writing before 
submitting final 
pieces.  
 
Maintain high levels 
of technical 
accuracy. 
 
Oracy skills 
including pace, 
awareness of 
audience and 
rehearsal. 
 

become 
critical 
readers and 
to consider 
the 
provenance 
and quality of 
sources. 
 

PHSCE - persecution 
 

To write a first 
person memoir in 
the persona of an 
historical 
character. 

Writing To 
Argue: The Art 
of Persuasion 
II 
 
Autumn 2 

Students will take 

inspiration from a 

range of sources  

with contrasting 

perspectives and 

examine how 

language is used 

to persuade. 

 

Students will 

apply their 

learning to create 

persuasive pieces 

of writing. 

Reciprocal reading strategies used to 

summarise, predict, question, clarify 

meaning and what is implied and 

inferred in a range of opinion sources.  

These could include TV adverts, 

newspaper articles, posters, interviews 

and historical propaganda. 

 

How to explain the desired effect of 

writers’ choices on the audience. 

 

How to select language with precision to 

create particular effects on the 

audience. 

 

To understand how to use paragraphs 

effectively. 

Identify and use 

some DAFORREST 

techniques. 

 

To understand how 

to use paragraphs 

to organise ideas 

and apply this to 

their own writing. 

 

To use vocabulary 

with precision to 

create particular 

effects. 

 

Plan and draft their 

writing before 

Students will 

consider how 

language can 

be used to 

manipulate. 

 

Students will 

learn to 

become 

critical 

readers and 

to consider 

the 

provenance 

of sources. 

Propaganda and 

source checking. 

 

Awareness of bias 

and critical thinking. 

Formative 
Assessment: 
 
Write a persuasive 
letter. 
 
Write a persuasive 
article. 
 

 

Mid year 

assessment in 

Jan/Feb  

  

Writing focus will 

be non-fiction, 

either an article, a 

speech or a letter. 



   

 

   

 

submitting final 

pieces.  

 

Maintain high levels 

of technical 

accuracy. 

 

Poetry: 
 
Identity 
 
Spring 1 
 

Students will read 
a range of poems 
exploring themes 
of identity and 
crime. 
 
They will learn to 
recognise some 
common poetic 
techniques and 
begin to comment 
on their effects. 
 
They will learn to 
interpret the 
writer’s ideas 
about real life 
issues and explain 
these clearly. 

Reciprocal reading strategies used to 
summarise, predict, question, clarify 
meaning and what is implied and 
inferred. 
 
How to identify some common poem 
forms such as ‘free verse’ and ‘sonnet’. 
 
How to recognise poetic techniques: 
rhyme, alliteration, onomatopoeia, 
enjambment, caesura. 
 
How to explain the desired effect of 
writers’ choices on the audience. 
 
How to use contextual knowledge to 
interpret a poem. 
 
 

Give their ideas 
about the ideas in 
the poems and 
support these with 
references from the 
text. 
 
Comment on the 
effect of language 
choices. 
 
Identifying methods 
using precise 
terminology. 
 
Developing oracy 
through classroom 
discussion. 

This unit build 
on previous 
poetry study. 
 
Identity 
poetry is 
revisited at 
GCSE. 
 

Crime 
 
Deception 
 
Morality 
 
Bias and unreliable 
narrators 

Formative 
assessment: 
 
How does Simon 
Armitage present 
the speaker in The 
Hitcher? 
 
 

 Poetry 
Composition 
 
Spring 1 

Students will use 
their knowledge 
of identity poetry 
to write their own 
dramatic 
monologue 

How to select language with precision to 

create particular effects on the 

audience. 

 
How to write within some poetic forms 
 

To use vocabulary 
with precision to 
create particular 
effects.  
  
Plan and draft their 
writing before 

This unit build 
on previous 
poetry study. 
 
Identity 
poetry is 
revisited at 
GCSE. 

Deception 
 
Morality 
 
Conflict 

Formative 
assessment: 
 
To draft and 
submit an original 
dramatic 
monologue poem. 



   

 

   

 

How to apply techniques such as 
alliteration, rhyme, enjambment, 
caesura and sibilance to create 
particular effects. 

submitting final 
pieces.   
  
 

 
 

 Sherlock 
Holmes short 
stories 
 
Spring 2 

Students will 
study at least two 
Sherlock Holmes 
short stories: A 
Scandal in 
Bohemia, The 
Speckled Band. 
  
Students will 
focus particularly 
on the character 
of Holmes, 
Roylott and Helen 
Stoner. 

Reciprocal reading strategies will be  
used to summarise, predict, question, 
clarify meaning and what is implied and 
inferred within the short stories.  
 
Students will place the text in its 
Victorian context. 
 
They will study the conventions of crime 
and mystery fiction. 

Analysis of 
character and 
themes 
 
Using judicious 
quotations 
 
Revising and 
learning key quotes 
 
Understanding the 
writer’s intentions. 
 
Allegory. 
 
Oracy – reading 
aloud and 
promoting the use 
of standard English, 
pair/group 
discussion tasks 
 

This unit 
builds on the 
study of 
villains and 
the Gothic in 
previous 
literature 
texts.  
  
There are 
clear themes 
of the abuse 
of power, 
deception 
and gender 
which are 
revisited at 
GCSE. 

Gender inequality in 
Victorian Britain 
 
Domestic violence 
 
Deception and 
corruption 

End of Year 
Assessment: 
 
There will be no 
extract and 
students will have 
a choice of two 
questions, which 
will be either 
focused on 
character or 
theme. 

Narrative 
Writing 
 
Spring 2 

Students will 
write their own 
crime stories 
using their 
learning about 
Sherlock Holmes. 
 

Reciprocal reading strategies will be 
used to summarise, predict, question, 
clarify meaning and what is implied and 
inferred within a range of dystopian 
fiction texts. 
How to explain the desired effect of 
writers’ choices on the audience. 
 

To recognise and 
use sentence types 
including simple, 
compound, complex 
and fragments to 
create particular 
effects. 
 

Students are 
continuing to 
learn to write 
for a range of 
purposes and 
audiences. 
 

Visions of the future 
 
Climate change 
 
Corruption 
 
Totalitarian regimes. 
 

Formative 
assessment: 
 
A narrative about 
a crime with an 
unlikely 
perpetrator. 
 



   

 

   

 

They will look in 
particular at 
structure, 
including 
paragraphing. 

How to select language with precision to 
create particular effects on the 
audience. 
 
How to use structure to interest the 
reader. 
 
How to use punctuation with precision 
to communicate and create effects. 
 

To use sentence 
construction for 
effect, such as 
anaphora and 
anadiplosis.  
 
To use vocabulary 
with precision to 
create particular 
effects. 
 
Plan and draft their 
writing before 
submitting final 
pieces.  
 
Maintain high levels 
of technical 
accuracy. 
 

Students are 
developing 
more 
complex 
technical 
skills to 
improve the 
quality and 
precision of 
their original 
writing. 
 

 A narrative about 
a crime set in 
Victorian Britain. 

Writing To 
Argue 
 
Summer 1 

Students will take 

inspiration from a 

range of sources  

with contrasting 

perspectives and 

examine how 

language is used 

to persuade. 

 

Students will 
apply their 
learning to create 
persuasive pieces 
of writing. 

Reciprocal reading strategies used to 

summarise, predict, question, clarify 

meaning and what is implied and 

inferred in a range of opinion sources.  

These could include TV adverts, 

newspaper articles, posters, interviews 

and historical propaganda. 

 

How to explain the desired effect of 

writers’ choices on the audience. 

 

Identify and use 

some DAFORREST 

techniques. 

 

To understand how 

to use paragraphs 

to organise ideas 

and apply this to 

their own writing. 

 

To use vocabulary 

with precision to 

Students will 

consider how 

language can 

be used to 

manipulate. 

 

Students will 
learn to 
become 
critical 
readers and 
to consider 
the 

Propaganda and 

source checking. 

 

Awareness of bias 
and critical thinking. 

End of Year 
Assessment 
  

Writing focus will 
be non-fiction, 
either an article, a 
speech or a letter. 



   

 

   

 

How to select language with precision to 

create particular effects on the 

audience. 

 

To understand how to use paragraphs 
effectively. 

create particular 

effects. 

 

Plan and draft their 

writing before 

submitting final 

pieces.  

 

Maintain high levels 

of technical 

accuracy. 

 

provenance 
of sources. 

Shakespearean 
Tragedy 
 
Summer 2 
 

Students will 
study characters 
and plots from a 
selection of 
Shakespearean 
tragedies. 

Reciprocal reading strategies will be  
used to summarise, predict, question, 
clarify meaning and what is implied and 
inferred within a Shakespearean 
tragedy.  
 
Students will focus upon the 
conventions of a tragedy, the role of the 
tragic hero, hamartia, gender, marriage 
laws, fate and masculinity in Elizabethan 
England.  
 
They will also explore the role of religion 
within Elizabethan society. 

Stagecraft. 
 
Structural features 
of a play. 
 
Characterisation. 
 
Themes. 
 
Performance of a 
key scene/extract. 
 
writer’s intentions. 
 
Oracy – reading 
aloud and 
promoting the use 
of standard English, 
pair/group 
discussion tasks 
 

The themes 
of power and 
conflict are 
embedded 
throughout 
each key 
stage. 

Elizabethan England 
 
PHSCE Laws around 
marriage and 
relationships in the 
U.K. 
 
Toxic masculinity 
and death. 
 

No formal 
assessment but 
key skill being 
assessed is 
speaking and 
listening skills. 



   

 

   

 

 

 Writing a 
tragedy– 
 
Summer 2 

Students will 
apply their 
learning of 
tragedy to write a 
narrative that fits 
the conventions 
of a 
Shakespearean 
tragedy. 

Reciprocal reading strategies will be 
used to summarise, predict, question, 
clarify meaning and what is implied and 
inferred within a range of dystopian 
fiction texts. 
How to explain the desired effect of 
writers’ choices on the audience. 
 
How to select language with precision to 
create particular effects on the 
audience. 
 
How to use structure to interest the 
reader. 
 
How to use punctuation with precision 
to communicate and create effects. 
 

To recognise and 
use sentence types 
including simple, 
compound, complex 
and fragments to 
create particular 
effects. 
 
To use sentence 
construction for 
effect, such as 
anaphora and 
anadiplosis.  
 
To use vocabulary 
with precision to 
create particular 
effects. 
 
Plan and draft their 
writing before 
submitting final 
pieces.  
 
Maintain high levels 
of technical 
accuracy. 
 

Students are 
continuing to 
learn to write 
for a range of 
purposes and 
audiences. 
 
Students are 
developing 
more 
complex 
technical 
skills to 
improve the 
quality and 
precision of 
their original 
writing. 
 

Elizabethan England 
 
PHSCE Laws around 
marriage and 
relationships in the 
U.K. 
 
Toxic masculinity 
and death. 
 

Formative 
assessment: 
 
A narrative about 
a tragic hero. 
 
A narrative with a 
clear moral 
message. 
 


