
 
RMCG/KRE 

25th February 2021 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

I am delighted to be able to welcome students back to the academy from the week beginning Monday 8th 

March 2021 following the government announcement this week. To give you as much advanced notice as 

possible I want to give you a sense of how we intend to bring students back into the academy.  

Academy Organisation: 

The academy will be organised as it was during the Autumn term. Year groups will continue to be in 

bubbles and will have their own spaces for lessons, dining and social times. We will continue with the same 

procedures for entering and exiting the site. We hope that this will help with any anxiety that your children 

might have about coming back. It will feel virtually the same as before they left for Christmas.  For the first 

week there will be no practical PE lessons so students should return in full school uniform. 

Covid Safety: 

As before we will aim to have social distancing wherever possible, hand sanitisers will be available in every 

space and year groups will not be allowed to mix on site. The only real difference in the new guidance 

issued by the DfE is that students should now wear face coverings in all indoor spaces. Therefore, students 

will be required to wear face coverings in lessons. They will be able to remove them when eating and when 

outside. 

Lateral Flow Tests: 

The government have asked that all staff and students are tested regularly using Lateral Flow Test kits. 

Students will be tested 3 times in the initial 2-3 weeks after re-opening the academy site.  After these 

students will be issued with 2 LFT kits to take home each week to be used.  The Lateral Flow Tests have 

been used in Morton Academy Care every week since the Christmas break and are easy to perform.  We 

will need consent from parents to carry out these tests, there will be an online form for you to complete to 

give us this consent at the end of this letter. Completing the online form means that you will not need to 

accompany your child on their test day making it more safe for all. If a student has a negative test, they will 

access the academy as normal. A positive test will mean that a student will have to self-isolate for 10 days 

and access a follow up test from the NHS. 

Below is our proposed timeline for re-opening the site. 
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Timeline for Re-opening: 

Thursday 4th March: 

This will be the final day for Morton Academy Care, meaning that there will be no provision on site for 

Friday 5th March. This is to allow the academy to re-organise the site for a full school return and to start 

Lateral Flow Tests. 

Friday 5th March: 

Students in Years 10 and 11 will be issued appointment times to attend the academy site through the 

Sports Hall entrance to complete their Lateral Flow Tests. Once they have completed their Lateral Flow 

Tests, they should return home. The appointment times will be shared with teachers to ensure non-

attendance to online learning is not an issue. 

Monday 8th March: 

Following successful testing on Friday we expect Years 10 and 11 to be able to return to the academy at 

8.35am lining up at their Autumn term entrances. They will be able to start lessons immediately.  Alongside 

this Year 7 students will be issued with an appointment time to come to the academy for their Lateral Flow 

Test, when they have a negative result they will be able to access school for the rest of the day.  A positive 

test will mean students will be sent home to isolate and have the follow up NHS test. 

Tuesday 9th March: 

Years 7, 10 and 11 should attend the academy at the normal time at their autumn entrances and will 

access lessons as normal.  Alongside this Year 8 students and Year 9 students will be issued with an 

appointment time to come to the academy for their Lateral Flow Test, when they have a negative result 

they will be able to access school for the rest of the day. A positive test will mean students will be sent 

home to isolate and have the follow up NHS test. 

Wednesday 10th March: 

By this stage all students should have completed their first test and should be back. The follow up tests will 

proceed following the timeline. 

Completion of Lateral Flow Testing: 

After the initial test students will still have to complete 2 more Lateral Flow Tests during the first 2 weeks. 

The table below shows how we intend to proceed with this. We will be able to administer the tests during 

the school day. 
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 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 

Friday 5th March Remote 
Learning 

Remote 
Learning 

Remote 
Learning 

Appointment 
for first LFT 
then return 
home. 

Appointment 
for first LFT 
then return 
home. 

Monday 8th March Appointment 
for first LFT 
then Academy 

Remote 
Learning 

Remote 
Learning 

Academy as 
normal from 
then on. 

Academy as 
normal from 
then on. 

Tuesday 9th March Academy as 
normal from 
then on. 

Appointment 
for first LFT 
then Academy 

Appointment 
for first LFT then 
Academy 

  

Wednesday 10th March  Academy as 
normal from 
then on. 

Academy as 
normal from 
then on. 

Second LFT Second LFT 

Thursday 11th March Second LFT     

Friday 12th March  Second LFT Second LFT   

Monday 15th March    Final LFT Final LFT 

Tuesday 16th March Final LFT     

Wednesday 17th March  Final LFT Final LFT   

 

 

When the school based Lateral Flow Tests have been completed students will be issued with 2 test kits to 

take home each week to continue testing. 

How you can help! 

Mass testing the entire school population three times over three weeks is going to be a big challenge. It 

would be very helpful if we could have volunteers from our parent community to help manage and 

supervise our testing area alongside staff for the initial tests. Ideally you might have some experience with 

this or be DBS checked but it is not completely necessary as Morton Academy staff will always be present. 

You will also not have to administer tests on students. If you could be available to volunteer support from 

the 8th March, we would very much appreciate it. Please email Karen.Reay@rrma.org.uk if you can help. 

The more volunteers we can have then the more capacity we will have to complete testing and return 

students to learning. 

Ideally it would be very helpful if parents could work to the following deadlines: 

Monday 1st March – Return Forms Questionnaire and Consent Forms 

Wednesday 3rd March – Online Training for Volunteers Supporting Lateral Flow Testing 
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Supporting students’ mental health: 

Unfortunately, this current wave of Covid-19 has affected our community more than we have experienced 

previously. We have tried to keep our records up to date with any issues our students may have faced 

throughout the pandemic, but I want to make sure that we can do whatever we can to keep looking after 

your child’s wellbeing. Therefore, alongside the consent section of the questionnaire there will be an 

opportunity for you to share any other information. Please do return the questionnaire or if you prefer 

please get in touch with your child’s Head of Year to discuss any issues prior to our return. We will deal 

with any issues sensitively. Issues may include if your child has experienced a bereavement during this time 

or if they are displaying any signs of anxiety. Sometimes it is not until we start to return to ‘normal’ that we 

start to realise how we are really coping. 

Please access the Consent/Questionnaire here: Consent Form/Questionnaire 

 

I will write to you all again in the coming days to confirm arrangements and to follow up the 

announcement regarding GCSE grading this year. Thank you again for all your support during the last half 

term with Morton Academy Care and Live Lessons.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Richard McGuire 
Principal 
 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=NezMG8rA-0mbIfQAQFIrSe6YafGqH05FgjOSPjQijO1UREFLQ1BMVzFMNTVCV1JMSUo2OUM4RzZINy4u

